
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS



Our Mission:
St John’s College exists to affirm Lasallian values, fostering and celebrating the gifts and 
talents of every individual, preparing them to make a positive contribution to our community 
and the wider global society.

93%  
of our 2014 Year 13 
leavers progressed to 

UK universities

79%  
of 2014 leavers went 
to their first choice 

university 

10%  
of 2014 leavers  
went to Oxford  

colleges

2014 A Level  
students achieved  

an average of  

280 UCAS  
points (BBC)

I am delighted to be introducing this prospectus for Sixth Form education at St John’s College in 2015.  
Sixth Form education across the UK is changing and we aim to be at the forefront of that change.
This booklet contains information about courses of study and the range of activities available at St 

John’s. Life in the Sixth Form is radically different. New freedoms are accompanied by new challenges – 
to develop your own approach to work and to take control of your life. This is the time to focus on your 
dreams and aspirations and to take the next steps towards achieving them – think of the Sixth Form  
as a stepping stone to university and beyond.
Academic study is, of course, the main reason for choosing St John’s. Our small tutor groups and 
specialised UCAS support enable our students to achieve places at top universities. However,  
by reading this prospectus and talking with current Sixth Formers you will discover there is much more 
to our Sixth Form. One of our core aims is to produce a young person who is well-rounded, polite, 
disciplined, has good communication skills and who has both teamwork and leadership qualities in 
equal abundance. The opportunities to develop these skills are available through sport, societies, 
expeditions and roles of responsibility.
I look forward to discussing these opportunities, as well as your academic study, with you further.

Mr Tim Bayley
Head of the Senior School

Welcome to our handbook for Sixth Form 
students for the academic year 2015 – 2016
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An introduction to the Sixth Form at St John’s
Our aim at St John’s is to create an environment in which students may gain the best 
possible A Level results whilst developing skills in many other areas.  Academic 
success is very important, but at St John’s we intend to develop and enhance our 
students’ personal qualities through close involvement in the wider school 
community and through taking responsibility.  We expect sixth formers to contribute 
to the management of the school and its continuing improvement.  We value our 
senior students’ ideas; we expect them to show initiative, and to grow more confident 
as they learn to lead others.  At St John's we welcome students with a wide range of 
abilities. We are proud of our track record in helping our young people to gain places 
at a range of prestigious universities, according to their individual needs and 
strengths.

The Sixth Form Timetable 
Although we allow a free choice of subjects during the early application process,
subjects must invariably be placed in blocks which will preclude some combinations 
of subjects.  These are decided as a result of the demand for particular courses and 
it is clear that those who make their choices early are far more likely to be able to 
take the subject combination of their choosing. We offer a wide range of academic 
subjects, most of which are detailed in the following pages.  In addition to the chosen 
subjects there are two hours each week devoted to co-curricular activities each 
Wednesday afternoon.  Sixth Formers are expected to take exercise during this time 
and to play a full part in school teams.  There is a wide range of sports on offer 
including netball, rugby, football, badminton, squash and gym sessions. The list is 
ever-expanding according to the needs and demands of the students. 

Every sixth former will have some non-directed time to be used for private study.  All 
advanced level courses require a great deal of work, not all of which can be in the 
form of set exercises.  Students are expected to read around their subjects as well.  
Private study periods provide them with the opportunity to carry out individual 
research in the library, the computer room, or to work sensibly in the Sixth Form 
Centre. Additionally, all students have the opportunity to use reader cards at 
Portsmouth University library. 

Life in the Sixth Form 
Whilst we expect our students to study conscientiously for their AS and A2 
examinations, we also firmly believe in the need to educate the whole person.  With 
this as a primary objective, we therefore aim to offer our sixth formers as many 
chances as possible to develop in different ways.  We see the Sixth Form as a time 
when we develop in the widest sense, through academic, cultural, physical and 
spiritual experiences.  The special character of life in the Sixth Form is reflected in 
the fact that students do not wear a school uniform. Instead we expect to wear 
suitable business attire.  The absence of a uniform underlines the fact that, in the 
Sixth Form, there is more room for individuality and for developing personal opinions.  

Boarding  
Boarders live in a number of Edwardian houses on campus under the care of 
residential House staff. The quality of catering and domestic services available helps 
to create a real sense of family. 
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Sixth Form boarding is founded on the dual cornerstones of mutual respect and high 
expectations.  Students have access to staff and facilities after hours and they may 
opt in to a very full program of evening and weekend activities, designed to enhance 
and extend both their academic progress and their confidence in an increasingly 
competitive world.  

The Head of Boarding, Mr Mike Renahan, always welcomes enquiries about 
boarding in the Sixth Form. 

Entrance Requirements 
We expect Sixth Formers to have achieved at least five GCSE passes at grade C or 
above, but we look at each case on its own individual merits. In some subjects,
experience shows that A Level success tends to require higher GCSE grades, the 
details of which are included in the subject specific pages later in this prospectus.  

External applicants will be invited for an interview at the College. In some cases it is 
possible to retake some GCSE examinations in the first year of the Lower Sixth 
(Year 12), whilst beginning work on an Advanced Level course.

Sixth Form Awards
A number of Sixth Form Awards are available for both internal and external students 
looking to join the Sixth Form.  These range between a 10% and a 50% discount on 
the tuition fee.  Students wishing to apply for an award should do so in writing, to the 
Headmaster, explaining why they think they should be considered.  In the case of 
internal candidates, references and predicted grades will be sought from current 
members of staff.  External students are asked to submit a copy of their most recent 
report along with their predicted GCSE grades. 

All applicants will be invited for an interview with the Headmaster and Head of Sixth 
Form.  Applications should be sent to the Head of the Senior School, Mr Bayley, as 
soon as possible but no later than the February half term. 

Individual attention and monitoring of progress  
One of the strengths of the Sixth Form at St John's is the care provided by our 
trained and experienced team of tutors. Each of the eight tutors has personal 
involvement in the academic progress and personal welfare of a small group of Sixth 
Form students.  In the vital early weeks of the Lower Sixth, they supplement the work 
of subject staff in teaching the study skills necessary for success at Advanced Level. 
At regular intervals tutors track the progress of students by collecting information
from subject teachers. This material is used as the basis for one-to-one interviews, at 
the end of which tutor and student agree together on the targets to be reached 
before the next review. Parents are kept informed of the outcome of these review 
sessions and are invited to regular parent-teacher evenings, in addition to receiving 
regular formal reports. 

At St John's we aim to provide a structured environment, in which students can begin 
to develop the study habits that are essential when they progress to higher 
education. In non-timetabled periods, private study takes place either in the library or 
in the Sixth Form Centre. This building also contains computer facilities to assist 
students with their private study and research. 
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Year 12 
Smaller classes allow for a more frequent exchange of views, where students can 
speak more freely, leading to a closer and more fruitful relationship with their 
teacher.  In return, it is understood that students will demonstrate a mature approach 
to their studies and that they will organise their time in order to meet agreed 
deadlines.  Sixth formers are expected to take much more responsibility for their own 
learning, and to use private study time wisely, in order to add to their knowledge of 
topics studied in class.  However it is recognised that this step up can be daunting at 
first so structured study sessions are put in place during the first two terms. 

In the Spring Term students will be invited to apply for posts of additional 
responsibility.  A number of Senior Prefect roles are available including:  

� Head Boy and Head Girl 
� Deputy Heads of School 
� Head Boarder 
� Pastoral Prefects  
� Heads of Houses  

All posts carry significant responsibility and therefore the selection process is fairly 
rigorous and involves leadership training as well as an interview with the 
Headmaster and Head of Sixth Form.  In addition to this, Year 13 students will be 
asked to run various aspects of school life through committees such as The Charities 
Group, school clubs, the Events Committee and the House team.  All these roles 
allow an excellent opportunity to contribute to school life and to learn leadership 
skills. 

Year 13 
Once AS exams are behind them and before the end of the Summer Term, Year 12 
students will return to school as the new Year 13 and the Senior Prefects will 
assume their new roles.  A2 courses will start; however, this term is also vital for 
university research and we encourage students to visit open days and discuss 
options with their tutors, subject teachers, peers and parents. The College 
subscribes to the research program “unifrog”, which is available to all members of 
the sixth form.  This is an invaluable tool for finding obscure courses based on 
interests and target grades. 

Social Events 
The Prefects’ Dinners and Christmas Ball are two of a number of events run to say 
thank you for your hard work.  Prefects are responsible for the organisation of other 
social events throughout the year, including the Sixth Form welcome party, the 
camping trip, Christmas Party and end of year Leavers’ Ball. 

Careers advice in the Sixth Form 
Support and training is offered to help students select the correct type of Higher 
Education, and as the year progresses the Lower Sixth Formers will find themselves 
becoming more acquainted with alternative routes of study, post examination.  
Students are able to develop their understanding of the Higher Education process 
with personal advice from their tutor, the Head of Sixth Form, and the Head of 
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Careers.  There is a comprehensive system of higher education and career 
guidance, including entry to Apprenticeships. 

� There is specific help for those who wish to enter Medicine. 
� Close contact with Services Liaison Officers. 
� Students are encouraged to gain work experience in the Lowe Sixth. 
� Interview courses and practice with professionals is provided. 
� Oxbridge students have special assistance. 

Preparation for Higher Education 
The majority of the Sixth Form students move on to higher education and we take 
the process of preparation for this transition very seriously.  A wide variety of 
information is available in College, including the prospectuses of the main 
universities, other reference books and access to the UCAS website (UCAS is the 
organisation that handles all applications to higher education in the UK).  Guidance 
is also available for students who wish to apply to universities abroad. Throughout 
the process the emphasis is on advice and guidance tailored to the needs and 
interests of individuals. 

The main stages are as follows: 

Lower Sixth 
Summer Term: Higher Education evening for students and parents after AS 

examinations. ‘UCAS focus week’ in June – guidance on 
completing personal statements.  Visits to open days and 
outside speakers are invited to the College. 

Upper Sixth 
Autumn Term: Applications to University via UCAS. All applications are now 

completed online. Early application is advised as many 
institutions begin to make offers during this term. Those applying 
to Oxford and Cambridge will attend mock interviews with some 
of our colleagues at other institutions, to enhance their chances 
of success. 

Spring Term: University loan applications. The remaining offers of places 
arrive from universities. Students may hold two offers: one firm 
and one insurance.

Summer Term: A Level results are received in mid-August and university places 
are confirmed.  Staff are available in College to advise and 
assist students who may not have obtained the grades required 
for their first choice of university. 

Trips and visits 
A number of trips and educational visits are arranged by various departments 
throughout the year; these include excursions abroad: the Science department 
visited CERNE in Switzerland in 2012; the SCUBA expedition to Egypt and cycle ride 
across France in 2013, and the World Challenge trips to Malaysia (2012) and 
Thailand (2014) are all examples of trips that sixth formers have undertaken.  Other 
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examples include visits to the Bank of England; Houses of Parliament; ski trips to 
Italy; overseas netball trips to Malta; leading the Chapel choir across Eastern Europe 
and to the Vatican, and so on.   

Clubs and Societies  

Sport 
The Sixth Form also provides the Captains of Sport in Rugby, Cricket, Hockey, 
Netball and other Athletics activities. The College has an attractive and competitive 
list of Rugby/Hockey/Cricket and Netball fixtures at Sixth Form level. 

The Apollo Society is dedicated to the Arts and meets to plan, and take part in trips 
to the theater, and to discuss and reflect on various concepts of literature and drama.   

The Brother Walworth Society meets to discuss and debate scientific matters, with 
regular visits from outside lecturers. 

The Politics Society, with former Foreign Secretary Lord Hurd as its President, has 
well over 1000 members from within and outside the College.  As with all these 
Clubs and Societies, Officers are students of the Sixth Form at St John’s College.

The School Magazine (Cover to Cover) is an annual publication, which is led by a 
Sixth Form editorial team. This is an excellent opportunity for students with an 
interest in journalism, photography and media – or for those who just enjoy the 
written word.    

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is available at Gold level in the Sixth Form.  
There is no requirement to have taken Bronze or Silver, and participants have until 
their 24th birthday to complete the whole award.  Training and expedition work is 
offered over the two years of Sixth Form. 

The Extended Project 
The competition for places at top Universities is fierce and increasing all the time.  It 
is important that students are able to make themselves stand out.  For this reason 
we run the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which is equivalent to an AS Level.  
Extended projects can help students to develop and demonstrate a range of valuable 
skills through pursuing their interests and investigating topics in more depth.  It has 
been praised by universities and can help in applications for sought after places at 
Russell Group institutions. The project will usually begin in Year 12 and students will 
be entered for qualification in Year 13. 

Music  
As well as offering both AS and A Level music, there is a wide range of musical 
activity here at St John’s. There are four major full departmental concerts each year 
in which Sixth Form musicians are encouraged to take part. In addition, there are 12 
lunchtime chapel concerts and several other major school events in which our 
musicians perform. The annual Musicians Have Talent competition gives a great 
opportunity for groups or soloists who wish to participate.  
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Sixth Form students who have an interest in music – whether or not they are 
studying the subject at AS or A level – may also like to join one of our many musical 
ensembles that rehearse regularly. Sixth Formers who play an instrument are 
encouraged to join our College Orchestra. Vocal music is very prominent here at St 
John’s. Members of the Sixth Form who are singers can sing at any of our concerts 
and may wish to join either the School Girls’ Choir or our Men’s Choir who sing with 
the 24 choristers of the St John’s Chapel Choir. 

Drama and Dance 
Sixth Formers participate in Drama productions in both whole school and House 
events.  They are encouraged to take a lead role either in the performance, or in the 
organisation. 

Charity Committee 
The newly set up Sixth Form Charity Committee organise charity events throughout 
the year, and motivate the rest of the school to raise money for good causes.  This 
provides another opportunity for Sixth Formers to get involved in the running of the 
school. 

The Lasallian Ethos 
At St John’s we value the opportunity to support the spiritual and moral development 
of our young people. Apart from attendance and involvement in the weekly 
assemblies and special religious services at Christmas and Easter for example, we 
are able to use the Brothers’ House for reflective and creative activities. We 
encourage the Sixth Form to attend Retreat Days at the Brothers’ House and we 
offer a weekend retreat at the Kintbury De La Salle retreat centre.  We encourage 
students to connect with students from other Lasallian schools and they have the 
opportunity to meet and spend time with our nearest Lasallian School, St Peter’s in 
Bournemouth. 

We encourage leadership and responsibility within the Sixth Form by asking them to 
lead our many charity work initiatives and they play a major role in encouraging and 
motivating charity ventures from among the younger years. 

The Developing World Project 
We have a history of Sixth Form involvement with the developing world through the 
Lasallian Developing World Projects.   Students who spend a few weeks working in a 
developing country with Sixth Form students from other Lasallian schools and 
groups always find it to be a life changing experience.  In recent years, students 
have participated in the project with placements in India, Sri Lanka and Rwanda.  We 
also support the World Challenge initiative, and this year students volunteered in 
Thailand while in 2012 students took up their challenge in Malaysia.

We hope you find this information useful, and we look forward to seeing you at one 
of our open events, the details of which can be found on our website. 

Mr K Rimington
Head of Sixth Form 
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Advanced Level courses offered at St John’s College

At St John’s we offer a broad, flexible menu of Advanced Level subjects.  Advice on 
the initial choice of subjects is offered to students on an individual basis before they 
join the Sixth Form.   

Modular and Linear A-levels 
Since 2002 students have sat AS Levels at the end of the Year 12.  These exams 
have counted for 50% of the final A Level grade with the A2 exams taken in Year 13 
the other 50%. There has also been the option to re-sit AS module exams to improve 
the final overall mark.  

The Government is reforming the delivery of A Level, moving towards a linear 
system where all the main exams will take place at the end of the two year A Level 
programme without re-take opportunities.  AS Level exams will be available in these 
subjects but the AS mark and grade will not count towards the full A Level 
qualification. 2015 is very much a transition year with some A Levels taking a linear 
form.  However, others will continue on a modular basis in which the AS Level grade 
at the end of the first year will still count towards the final A-level grade.  

At the time of going to press the specifications of the new A Levels have only 
recently been released.  As a College we are still looking into the full implications of 
the new courses.  As things are constantly evolving, please keep an eye on our 
website for the most up to date information.  There will also be a presentation to 
prospective parents and pupils in early 2015 detailing our intentions for Sixth Form at 
St John’s College. 

Subjects offered: 
� Accounting 
� Art and Design 
� Biology 
� Business Studies 
� Chemistry 
� Computer Science  
� Design and Technology 
� Drama and Theatre Studies 
� Economics 
� English Literature 
� Geography 
� Government and Politics 
� History 
� Mathematics 
� Further Mathematics 
� Modern Foreign Languages 
� Music 
� Philosophy and Ethics 
� Physical Education 
� Physics 
� Psychology 
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Accounting 

Examination Board: AQA 
This qualification is aimed at providing the necessary knowledge and skills to be able 
to assess the financial performance of all types of business organisations. It will 
enable you to effectively analyse and evaluate financial data so that you can make 
judgements, decisions and recommendations about how businesses can manage 
their finances. 

The AS specification has 2 units each worth 50% of AS or 25% of A2 

Unit 1: Introduction to Financial Accounting 

� Purposes of accounting 
� Accounting records: subsidiary books and ledger accounts 
� Verification of accounting records 
� Income Statements (trading and profit and loss accounts) and balance sheets 

Unit 2: Financial and Management Accounting 

� Types of business organisation  
� Accounting concepts 
� Preparation of financial statements  
� Financial statements of limited companies 
� Ratio analysis and the business performance 
� Introduction to budgeting and budgetary control 
� The impact of ICT in accounting 

Assessment at AS 
Two externally assessed papers of 1 1/2 hours each.   

The A2 specification has 2 units each worth 25% of A2 

Unit 3: Further Aspects of Financial Accounting 

� Sources of finance 
� Incomplete records 
� Partnership accounts 
� Published accounts of limited companies 
� International Accounting Standards 
� Inventory (Stock) valuation 

Unit 3: Further Aspects of Management Accounting 

Two externally assessed papers of two hours each. Both papers are synoptic.
This subject is for anyone interested in Business.  It is heavily numerical in nature 
and it is therefore recommended for those with a good level of mathematical ability 
as well as a capacity for methodical and critical thought. 
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Art and Design 

Examination Board: AQA Fine Art (ARTB) 

This specification provides candidates with opportunities to develop personal 
responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments, and cultures in 
practical, critical and contextual forms. It lays an appropriate foundation for further 
study of Art and Design or related subjects in Higher Education. 

In addition, it is suitable for the diverse range of candidates who wish to develop their 
interest in and enjoyment of Art and Design, fostering its value in lifelong learning. 
Good grades at GCSE are highly recommended. 

AS Unit 1 – ARTB1:  Coursework portfolio 

50% of the AS
25% of the A Level 
80 marks 

Portfolio of work set and marked by the centre and moderated by AQA.  Available in 
June only. 

AS Unit 2 – ARTB2:  AS Externally set assignment 

50% of the AS 
25% of the A Level 
80 marks 
Supervised time five hours. 

Work produced will be marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 

A2 UNIT 3 – ARTB3:  Personal investigation 

25% of the A Level 
80 marks 

Personal Investigation supported by a written element of 1000-3000 words, set and 
marked by the centre and moderated by AQA. 

UNIT 4 – ARTB4:  A2 Externally set assignment 

25% of the A Level 
Supervised time 15 hours 
80 marks 

Work produced will be marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
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Biology 

Examination Board:  OCR                         Syllabus: H021 (AS) and H421 (A2)

The OCR course has been developed to allow candidates to further explore the 
subject of Biology after a successful GCSE course, and to encourage them to 
progress into higher education.  Candidates who study Biology are well equipped to 
continue their studies at University; embark on another science related degree 
course, or enter employment where knowledge of Biology would be useful. An A 
Level in Biology can also be advantageous when applying for medicine, the health or 
agricultural services, biological industry, education and, increasingly, environmental 
protection. 

The minimum requirement to be able to study A Level Biology is a B grade at GCSE 
Biology or Additional Science. 

Course Content 
The three AS modules can be taken as a free standing course.  Alternatively, they 
can be added to three A2 modules to make up a full A Level qualification.  

AS Units 
Module 1: Cells, Exchange and Transport:  This introduces general biological 
principles about cell structure, organisation and exchange of materials in both 
animals and plants. 

Module 2: Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and Health: This studies the 
biochemistry of molecules, the importance of a balanced diet in preventing disease 
and the diversity, evolution and management of modern populations. 

Module 3: Practical Skills in Biology 1

A2 Units 
Module 4: Communications, Homeostasis and Energy:  This develops some of 
the biochemistry from the AS course into a study of photosynthesis and respiration.  
Nervous and hormonal control of the body and excretion are also covered. 

Module 5: Control, Genomes and Environment:  This varied module introduces 
genetic control and modern manipulation of genes.  It goes on to cover sustainability 
and organisms’ ability to respond to changes in the environment. 

Module 6 Practical Skills in Biology 2

Modules 1 and 2 in the AS, and 4 and 5 in the A2 course are examined by written 
paper which places less emphasis on recall and more on understanding and 
application.  Modules 3 and 6 are internal assessments of the candidates’ practical 
skills using OCR set tasks and mark schemes. 

For further information visit the OCR website at www.ocr.org.uk and follow the links 
to GCE A Level Biology. 
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Business Studies  

The aims and objectives of the Business Studies A Level course at St John’s are to 
enable students to: 

� develop an enthusiasm for studying business;  
� gain an holistic understanding of business in a range of contexts develop a 

critical understanding of organisations;  
� understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of 

perspectives;  
� generate enterprising and creative approaches to business opportunities and 

problems;  
� be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations;  
� apply numerical skills in a range of business contexts. 

Course Content: Year 1 

Theme 1: Marketing and people Theme 2: Managing business activities
� meeting customer needs
� the market
� marketing mix and strategy
� managing people
� Entrepreneurs and leaders

In this theme, students are introduced to 
the market, explore the marketing and 
people functions and investigate 
Entrepreneurs and business start-up.

� raising finance
� financial planning
� managing finance
� resource management
� external influences

In this theme, students explore the 
finance and operations functions and 
investigate external influences on 
business.

This will also form the basis of the AS qualification. 

Year 2 

Theme 3: Business decisions and 
strategy

Theme 4: Global business

� business objectives and strategy
� business growth
� decision-making techniques
� influences on business decisions
� assessing competitiveness
� managing change

In this theme, students develop their 
understanding of the concepts 
introduced in Theme 2 and explore 
influences on business strategy and 
decision-making. 

� globalisation
� global markets and business 
� expansion
� global marketing
� global industries and companies 

In this theme, students develop their 
understanding of the concepts 
introduced in Theme 1 and explore 
business activity in a global context.
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Chemistry 

Examination Board:  Edexcel AS level Syllabus: 8CH0
A Level Syllabus: 9CH0 

The Advanced (A) Level and Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level Chemistry courses 
integrate theory and relevant practical work, which are developed at different levels 
throughout and build on the process skills inherent in GCSE.  The courses are 
designed to foster imaginative and critical thinking and incorporates a number of 
themes.     

During the course you will: 
� discover that learning chemistry is an enjoyable and rewarding activity; 
� carry out many experiments; 
� develop your ability to communicate in a number of ways: discussion, writing, 

summarising, using chemical formulae and equations, graphs and calculations,
and

� develop your appreciation of the social, economic, environment and technical 
importance of chemistry. 

It is a requirement for many University courses and professions for example, 
Medicine; Veterinary Science; Pharmacy; Biological Sciences; Food Science;
Engineering, and many others. 

Course Requirements 
The minimum requirements for you to study AS and A Level Chemistry are: 
� grade C in GCSE Chemistry or CC in Double Science 
� good grades in GCSE Maths and English 

These qualifications are suitable for students who: 
� have an interest in, and enjoyment of chemistry, and 
� are highly self-motivated and capable of independent learning 

Course Content 

AS level (Advanced Subsidiary) 

� Unit 1: Core Inorganic and Physical Chemistry- written exam (50% of the total 
qualification) 

� Unit 2: Core Organic and Physical Chemistry - written exam (50%)  
Students will carry out 8 core practical activities identified in the content. 

Students who achieve the AS Level can progress to the A Level.  They would have 
covered topics that are common to both qualifications. 

Continues 
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A Level (Advanced) 

� Unit 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry – Written exam (30% of 
the total qualification)  

� Unit 2: Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry – Written exam (30%) 
� Unit 3: General and Practical Principles in Chemistry – Written exam (40%) 

Students will carry out a minimum of 12 core practical activities that will be internally 
assessed and externally moderated. These are reported separately on students’ 
certificates. 

For further information visit the Edexcel website at www.edexcel.org.uk and follow 
the links to GCE A level Chemistry (2015). 

For further information visit the Edexcel website at www.edexcel.org.uk and follow 
the links to GCSE A Level Chemistry. 
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Computer Science  
Examination Board: OCR 

Computer Science will above all else be relevant to the modern and changing world of 
Computing.  It enables of any school to be able to tailor the qualification to meet the needs of 
the learners at their centre and has an open source ethos allowing programming language 
that meets the needs of the course to be used.

Computer Science is a practical subject where learners will develop an ability to analyse, 
critically evaluate and make decisions.  The project approach is a vital component of Post-
School life and is or particular relevance to Further Education, Higher Education and the 
workplace.  Each learner is able to tailor their project to fit their individual needs, choices and 
aspirations. 

AS Level in Computer Science  
Learners must take both compulsory units (01 & 02)

Computing Principles (01) 
This component will introduce learners to the internal workings of the Central Processing 
Unit (CPU), the exchange of data and will look at software development, data types and 
legal and ethical issues.  It is expected that learners will draw on this underpinning content 
when studying computational thinking and developing programming techniques.  

Algorithms & Problem Solving (02) 
This component will incorporate and build on the knowledge and understanding gained in 
the Computing Principles (01).  In addition learners will learn what is meant by
Computational thinking, understand the benefits of applying computational thinking to solving 
problems and be able to use algorithms to describe these problems.  

A Level in Computer Science  
Learners must take three of four units (01, 02, 03, 04) 

Computer Systems (01) 
Students understand the function of operating systems; the function and purpose of 
translators; how computer architectures are structured; how data is represented; how data is 
structured and manipulated; high-level language programming paradigms; low level 
languages, and how databases function. 

Algorithms & Problem Solving (02) 
This component will incorporate and build on the knowledge and understanding gained in 
the Computing Principles (01).  In addition learners will learn what is meant by 
Computational thinking, understand the benefits of applying computational thinking to solving 
problems and be able to use algorithms to describe these problems 

Programming Project (03 or 04) 
Learners will be expected to analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a 
program written in a suitable programming language.  The underlying approach to the 
project is to apply the principles of computational thinking to a practical coding problem.  
Learners are expected to apply appropriate principles from an agile development approach 
to the project development. 
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Design and Technology 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Product Design:  AS/A Level 
This syllabus has been designed for students with a good all round general 
education at 16+. Design is seen as an integrating process, involving consideration 
of human needs, responding to them and shaping human values. It includes an 
understanding of environmental issues and the application of a variety of appropriate 
technologies within the production process, and recognises the need to take account 
of those external pressures which influence the designer’s opportunities.

The AS level is made up of two units and can be taken as a discrete 
qualification: 

Unit 1  Materials, Components and Applications  25% Written Exam 
The preparation work is predominantly done (2 hours) 
through product analysis        

Unit 2  Product Development (given projects)  25% Project Work 
  A portfolio of products is produced.   

The A2 or full A Level has a further two units which build on the first year’s 
work.

Unit 3  A synoptic exam which brings together   25% Written Exam 
all the various strands of the course  (2 hours) 
in one paper. It consists of two sections 
which address both designing and  
manufacturing issues.  

Unit 4  Design and Technology Capability  25% Project Work 
  (A ‘student chosen’ single project)  (50 hours) 

Whilst the syllabus is not seen as vocational, the knowledge, understanding and 
skills gained in a course on Design and Technology are likely to be of great benefit to 
candidates pursuing future studies in their personal lives and in the world of work. It 
encourages an awareness and understanding of economic, aesthetic, cultural and 
environmental factors, which are relevant to this subject. In addition, students 
acquire a range of specific skills and knowledge associated with Design Technology. 

Units 2 and 4 are examined by submission of coursework. These units are produced 
to meet specific deadlines throughout the Autumn and Spring Terms. 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 

Examination Board:  AQA (2240)

AS outline
Candidates will gain a knowledge and understanding of theatre practice through their 
own engagement as both participant and informed audience member. Candidates 
will develop performance and/or production skills appropriate to the creation and 
realisation of drama and theatre.  The ethos of this course is very much theory 
through practice.  The students will attend the theatre club and see a wide range of 
live performances on which to draw in order to prepare for the written exam.  They 
will also work on their writing technique to help them answer most effectively.    

The AS specification has 2 units: 

� Unit 1: Live Theatre Production Seen and Prescribed Play (60% of total AS 
marks) 

� Unit 2: Presentation of an Extract from a Play (40% of total AS marks) 

A2 outline
At A2, the specification provides candidates with the opportunity to develop skills and 
extend and apply knowledge gained at AS level.  Candidates will demonstrate a 
more advanced level of performance and/or production skills alongside the ability to 
think independently, make judgements and refine their work in the light of research. 
They will also demonstrate the ability to analyse the ways in which different 
performance and production elements are brought together to create theatre. This 
continues to be a practical subject in which students develop their understanding 
through exploration.   

The A2 specification has 2 units: 

� Unit 3: Further Prescribed Plays including Pre-Twentieth Century (60% of total 
A2 marks) 

� Unit 4: Presentation of Devised Drama (40% of total A2 marks) 
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Economics  

By Studying Economics at St John’s students develop the knowledge and skills 
needed to understand and analyse data, think critically about issues and make 
informed decisions.  They will also build upon their quantitative skills and appreciate 
that, when evaluating arguments, both qualitative and quantitative evidence are 
important.  The course content below details the topics they will study:

Course Content:

Year 1 

Theme 1: The operation of markets
and market failure

Theme 2: The national economy in a 
global context

Economic methodology and the 
economic problem.
Price determination in a competitive 
market.
Production, costs and revenue
Competitive and concentrated 
markets.
The market mechanism, market 
failure and government intervention 
in markets.

The measurement of macroeconomic 
performance.
How the macro economy works: the 
circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis, 
and related concepts.
Economic performance.
Macroeconomic policy.

This will also form the basis of the AS qualification. 

Year 2 

Theme 3: Individuals, firms, markets 
and market failure

Theme 4: The national and 
international economy

The labour market.
The distribution of income and wealth: 
poverty and inequality.
The market mechanism, market failure 
and government intervention in markets.

Financial markets and monetary policy.
Fiscal policy and supply-side policies.
The international economy.
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English Literature 

Examination Board/Syllabus:  OCR 

The A Level English Literature course is designed to: encourage the development of 
critical awareness and understanding of individual works of literature; develop the 
understanding of relationships between texts and of the significance of cultural and 
contextual influences on readers and writers, and develop the valuable transferable 
skills of sustained research and composition.

Course Content 
Students work and study towards examinations that are closed text; in other words 
where students respond to questions without a copy of the literary text.  There is also 
the opportunity at A Level (but not at AS) to undertake individual, independent 
research into literature that is post-1900 in order to put forward one coursework 
(non-examined assessment) portfolio. 

There is full co-teachability between the A Level and AS Level. 

OCR English Literature AS/A at a Glance 

AS Units 
Two examined components and no non-examined assessment.  

The first examined component focuses on Shakespeare and Poetry Pre-1900.  The 
second examined component explores literature, both drama and prose that is Post-
1900. 

A2 Units 
Two examined components and one coursework component.  

The first examined component focuses on a Drama and Poetry Pre-1900.  The 
second examined component explores the spheres of Comparative and Contextual 
Study.  

The coursework component requires students to study three texts from across the 
genres of poetry, drama and prose. 
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Geography 

Examination Board: AQA

The course is designed to suit motivated students who have enjoyed and succeeded 
at GCSE Geography. It allows for specialisation and progression to higher education 
and employment. 

It will encourage students to: 

� Develop and apply their understanding of geographical concepts and 
processes. 

� Develop their awareness of the complexity of interactions within and between 
societies, economies, cultures and environments at scales from local to 
global. 

� Develop as global citizens and as critical and reflective learners. 
� Become adept in the application of skills and new technologies. 
� Be inspired by the world around them. 

AS Level 
Unit 1:  Physical and Human Geography 
70% of AS, 35% of A Level   
2 hour written examination. 

Core Physical: Rivers, Floods and Management  
And at least one of three physical options: Cold environments; Coastal 
environments; or Hot desert environments and their margins. 

Core Human: Population change 
And at least one of three Human options: Food supply issues; Energy issues; or 
Health issues. 

Unit 2 – Geographical Skills 
30% of AS, 15% of A Level   
1 hour written examination 

The Geographical skills paper is based on the content of Unit 1 including 
investigative, cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills. 

A2 Level 
Unit 3 – Contemporary Geographical Issues 
30% of A Level     
2 ½ hour written examination 

An issues-based approach to contemporary geographical themes. Candidates must 
select three topics: at least one from the physical options and at least one from the 
human options. 

Continues 



21

Optional physical topics: Plate tectonics and associated hazards; Weather and 
climate and associated hazards; Ecosystems – change and challenge. 

Optional human topics: World Cities; Development and Globalisation; 
Contemporary conflicts and challenges. 

Unit 4 - either: Geographical Fieldwork or Geographical Issue Evaluation
20% of A Level     
1 ½ hour written examination 

Fieldwork Investigation
This unit gives candidates the opportunity to extend an area of the subject content 
into a more detailed fieldwork study. Candidates analyse and evaluate their fieldwork 
in response to the questions set. In addition candidates will be assessed on fieldwork 
skills. 

Geographical Issue Evaluation
This gives candidates the opportunity to use their skills and analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation. An advance information booklet is pre-released two months prior to the 
examination to facilitate candidates’ research into an area, which extends from the 
specification content. 
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Government and Politics 

Examination Board: Edexcel    Syllabus: 9GP01

Apart from the standard foundation of GCSE passes for entry to the Sixth Form, the 
main requirement is an interest in current affairs. If you are interested in who runs 
Britain, and how, then this is the course for you.  

Government and Politics is not simply a textbook based subject. It asks important 
questions about the world around us. How democratic is our electoral system? Does 
the Prime Minister have too much power? What do the political parties stand for? For 
a good grade you should follow contemporary political events and debates in the 
newspapers and through radio, television and the internet. Classroom study is 
supplemented by membership of the St John’s College Politics Society, which holds 
regular meetings addressed by nationally known speakers. 

Why choose this subject? Government and Politics does not merely equip you to run 
for Parliament or to apply to the Civil Service! It provides you with knowledge and 
skills which are vital across a range of careers, especially those – such as personnel 
and management – which involve working with people. It enables you to develop 
skills of making balanced judgements and arguing a case in a fluent and logical 
manner. The ability to present ideas clearly is not only necessary in all jobs where 
communication is involved, such as law and journalism, but is an invaluable asset in 
all walks of life. Government and Politics can be combined with a variety of subjects. 
It has obvious links with Economics and History, but can equally be studied 
alongside combinations of Arts or Sciences. 

Course content 
The two AS units can be taken as a free standing course. Alternatively, they can be 
added to two A2 units to make up a full A Level qualification. Assessment is by 
written examination; there is no coursework. 

AS units 
Unit 1: People and politics: looks at the working of democracy in the UK – at the 
voting system, the ideas of the different political parties and the behaviour of 
pressure groups.
Unit 2: Governing the UK: asks how the main UK institutions function – Parliament, 
Prime Minister and Cabinet – and examines the role of judges in the political system. 

A2 units 
Unit 3: UK Political Issues: a look at the most prominent issues in the news in 
recent years – the economy, the welfare state, education and health, law and order 
and environmental policy. 
Unit 4:  EU political issues: examines the development of the European Union and 
its impact on the United Kingdom. 

For further information visit the Edexcel website at www.edexcel.org.uk and follow 
the links to GCE A Level Government and Politics. 
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History 

Examination Board:  CIE (International A Level)                       Syllabus 9389  

History is a demanding but exciting subject to study because it takes, as its subject, 
humanity and our actions, good and bad, and seeks to understand and explain them. 
It is, uniquely in the curriculum, centrally concerned with real men and women and it 
is this that makes History compelling and rewarding to study. History has a cultural 
value as well as being an excellent grounding for study at University level – not just 
in History but in a number of other disciplines. For instance, skill in interpretation, 
analysis, criticism and the logical formation and expression of ideas are a solid 
grounding for nearly every career. 

History is especially suited to those who enjoy reading and debate, and ideally 
complements a range of other A Level subjects – humanities, social sciences such 
as Economics and Politics, and even natural sciences. 

The aim of the course is to cover some of the more important aspects of modern 
world history. Some of it builds, in greater depth, on work covered at GCSE, whilst 
other elements will be completely new. You do not have to have studied this subject 
before, but you do need to be able to write essays and work independently.  

Course Content 
In Year 12 we study two AS units which, when added to two further units studied in 
Year 13, make up a full A Level qualification.  There is no coursework. 

It is possible to take the AS as a standalone qualification. 

AS units: Focus on United States History 
1. Origins of the American Civil War, 1846-61 – a document-based study 

examining the causes of the North/South conflict over slavery. 
2. US History 1840-1941: the events and consequences of the American Civil 

War; Western expansion and the emergence of the USA as a great power. 

A2 units: Focus on International History since the Second World War 
1. The origins and development of the Cold War, 1941-50: from wartime alliance 

to Iron Curtain and Berlin Blockade: how historians have interpreted a critical 
episode in international relations. 

2. International History 1945-91: a depth study covering the Cold War from 1945 
to 1991; China in the age of Mao and Deng Xiao-Ping; conflict in the Middle 
East from the foundation of Israel to the Gulf War. 
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Mathematics 

Examination Board: Edexcel 
A Level Mathematics is recognised as a valuable qualification in all walks of life. It 
can go with any A Level combination of subjects. Success in A Level Mathematics 
provides evidence for a future employer of conceptual imagination, analytical 
abilities, reasoning and problem-solving skills. In our technological world there will 
always be a need for students with mathematical skills. While skills in Mathematics 
are declining in our society, those who possess them will be more valuable to 
employers. Research has shown that, on average, those with a qualification in 
Mathematics at A Level obtain more highly paid jobs. 

To succeed in A Level Mathematics, students will need some mathematical ability. 
They will need to develop a full understanding of the concepts covered, research 
homework thoroughly, study the methods taught and develop the analytical skills 
necessary to apply the appropriate method to the given problem. Considerable study 
outside of lessons will be expected. 

GCSE requirements – preferably Grade A or A* in Maths. 

Course content 
The three AS units can be taken as a free standing course. Alternatively, they can be 
added to three A2 units to make up the full A Level qualification. Assessment is by 
written examination; there is no coursework. 

AS Units 
Module C1: Pure - Algebra, equations, quadratics, coordinate geometry, graphs and 
the study of a new powerful area- the differential calculus. 

Module C2: Pure - Algebra, series, trigonometry and the study of a new important 
area- the integral calculus. 

Module S1: Statistics- data representation, correlation, probability and Normal 
Distribution. 

A2 Units 
Usually the following modules are studied: 

Module C3: Pure - Algebra, functions, trigonometry, numerical methods and further 
development of the ideas of the differential calculus and the integral calculus. 

Module C4: Pure - Algebra, graphs, vectors, and further development of the ideas of 
the differential calculus and the integral calculus. 

Module M1: Mechanics - the study of motion, the study of forces, the behaviour of 
friction and momentum changes in collisions. 

OR

Module D1: Decision Maths - Algorithms, critical path analysis, linear programming. 



25

Further Mathematics 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Further Mathematics is only available to students who are also selecting A Level 
Mathematics as one of their subjects.  Students will study six extra mathematics 
modules. 

This is a valuable subject for those students who wish to pursue a mathematically 
based career. If you are thinking of reading Mathematics or Engineering at 
University, then this course would give you a very good advantage over many other 
students. You would need to have a high ability in Mathematics and the keenness to 
study to this level. At the very best universities many students studying such subjects 
will have this qualification. 

Any student intending to study Mathematics at Oxford or Cambridge, or any student 
wishing to sit a Mathematics paper to apply for entry for another subject at Oxford or 
Cambridge, would be well advised to consider this option in the Sixth form as the 
courses are very similar.  

Studying Mathematics and Further Mathematics involves selecting two teaching 
blocks on the timetable. This subject is often studied as a fourth A Level in Year 13.  

GCSE requirements: Grade A or A* in Maths 

Course content 
The three AS units can be taken as a free standing course.  Alternatively, they can 
be added to three A2 units to make up the full A Level qualification although 
certification cannot be completed until all six A Level Mathematics modules are 
completed. Assessment is by written examination; there is no coursework. 

AS Units 
Module M1: Mechanics - the study of motion, the study of forces, the behaviour of 
friction and momentum changes in collisions. 

Module M2: Mechanics - the study of the motion of a projectile, motion in a 
horizontal circle, energy, work and power, moments and centres of mass. 

Module FP1: Pure - complex numbers, sums of series, proof by induction, 
equations, matrices and transformations.  

A2 Units
Module S2: Statistics - probability distributions, the normal distribution, the Poisson 
distribution, sampling and hypothesis tests. 

In addition two more modules will be chosen from a range of modules available in 
Year 13. The choice of modules will depend on the strengths and interests of the 
students studying the subject. The possible modules include FP2, FP3, S3, M3, and 
D1. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
(French and Spanish) 

Examination Board:  OCR    
Syllabus: French AS H075 
  Spanish AS H077 
  French A2 H475 
  Spanish A2 H477 

94% of the world does not speak English as a first language and 75% do not speak 
English at all. There are, therefore, excellent job opportunities involving languages. 
Typically, languages are combined with a wide range of other subjects in degree 
courses, thus widening employment horizons in exciting ways.  

In our teaching a lot of emphasis is put on oral ability, developing fluency and correct 
pronunciation. Students must show a willingness to enrich this by learning topic 
specific vocabulary in a proactive way and by consolidating a good grasp of 
grammatical principles.  

Language students should read widely in the British and Foreign press to ensure 
they access the exam topics at the proper level of debate for A Level. Listening to 
radio programmes, accessing websites and watching foreign TV stations are also 
encouraged. 

All of our classrooms are equipped with interactive whiteboards, giving access to the 
internet and multi-media input.  Our students receive excellent support in developing 
oral skills from our language assistants.  

Assessment 
At AS and A2 there are speaking exams and papers which assess listening, reading 
and writing skills. 

Course content: 

AS Level 
� Aspects of Daily Life: family, food and drink, transport 
� Leisure and Entertainment: sports, tourism, leisure 
� Communication and Media: technology and media 
� Education and Training: school, work and training 

A2 Level 
� Society: integration, exclusion, Law and Order, unemployment 
� Environment: the individual, energy management, pollution, conservation 
� Science and Technology: medical progress, scientific advance,               

technological developments 
� Culture: literature and the arts, political issues, heritage and history 

For further information visit the OCR website at www.ocr.org.uk and follow the links 
to qualifications and then AS/A Level GCE. 
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Music

Examination Board:  AQA     Syllabus:  1271/2271 
Music at A Level is very exciting and rewarding.  It involves detailed study, 
composition and practice, the returns for which, in terms of personal development, 
are very high. The syllabus gives students the opportunity to maximise their aural, 
performing, composing and analytical skills.  It is essential that candidates have 
followed the GCSE Music course to proceed to A Level. The course is as follows: 

AS Level 
Unit 1 MUSC1: Influences on Music: A one hour 45 minute listening and written 
paper which carries 30% of the AS marks and for 15% of the total A Level mark. 
Candidates acquire, explore and apply musical language and context by studying 
The Western Musical Tradition and then Choral Music in the Baroque Period.  

Unit 2 MUSC2:  Composing - Creating Musical Ideas: Candidates produce a 
composition of 3-6 minutes in response to one of three briefs. The unit is allocated 
20 hours of course time. It carries 30% of AS marks and 15% of the total A-level 
mark. 

Unit 3 MUSC3: Performing - Interpreting Musical Ideas: Candidates perform a 
programme of music of between 10 - 16 minutes in length of at least Grade 5/6 level.   
Candidates offer two performances usually a solo performance and a separate 
ensemble performance. Each performance should last between 5-8 minutes. This 
unit carries 40% of the AS and 20% of total marks at A-level. 

A2 Level 
Unit 4 MUSC4: Music in Context:  Candidates acquire, explore and apply musical 
language and context by the consideration of two Areas of Study taken from: The 
Western Classical Tradition (Compulsory); English Choral Music in the 20th Century; 
Chamber Music from Mendelssohn to Debussy; Four Decades of Jazz and Blues 
1910 – 1950. This carries 40% of the A2 marks and 20% of the overall A level 

Unit 5 MUSC5: Composing - Developing Musical Ideas: Candidates demonstrate 
their ability to create and develop musical ideas with technical control and expressive 
understanding, making use of musical devices in response to one of three briefs. 
The composition must be 7 – 8 minutes in length and is composed in 20 hours of 
supervised study. It constitutes 30% of A2 level and is externally assessed.  

Unit 6 MUSC6: Performing - A Musical Performance: Candidates offer a short 
solo recital of contrasting pieces to form a short programme of 10-15 minutes. The 
standard should be at least grade 7 or 8 level. The exam is externally assessed and 
forms 30% of the A2 and 15% of the total A Level mark. 

Candidates will also undertake a leading role in one of the school music ensembles 
as well as performing in all school concerts.  All A Level musicians are expected to 
play a full role in the music making of the school as a matter of course. 

Further information may be found on the Board’s website www.aqa.org under the 
heading of music. 
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Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies) 

Exam Board:  OCR 

Why take this subject? 

‘The unexamined life is not worth living’
Socrates c 470 BC – 399BC 

Do you enjoy debating and thinking about the answers to such questions as: How 
probable is it that there is life after death? What are the arguments for the existence 
of God? Are there such things as miracles? Is our global economy ethical? How are 
ethics involved in medicine? 

AS/A level Philosophy and Ethics enables students to think about many important 
and challenging issues in our society and in the world.  Debating is a key part of the 
course in which all opinions are welcomed and encouraged.  Philosophy and Ethics 
encourages students to develop a better understanding of themselves and to accept 
the different views of others. 

How is Philosophy and Ethics regarded by universities and employers? 
Philosophy and Ethics is well regarded by all good universities because it teaches 
critical thinking, the ability to construct an argument both verbally and in writing and 
to view issues with an open mind. It can be taken alongside English, Humanities or 
the Sciences.  

Because of its multi-disciplinary nature, it lends itself to a variety of employment 
openings such as within Law, Healthcare, Social Work, Journalism, PR, Human 
Resources, Civil Service, Police Force, Teaching, Commerce, Medicine and virtually 
any other occupation which involves human relations.  

What will the course involve? 
The course is divided into: 
  

� Philosophy of Religion 
� Religious Ethics 

Students will take a written one and a half hour exam at the end of the AS course in 
Year 12 and a further one and a half hour exam in Year 13 at the end of the A2 
course.  There is no coursework required. 
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Physical Education 
Examination Board:  OCR 

The AS Level is made up of two mandatory units:  
� Unit G451: An introduction to Physical Education, which is externally 

assessed, and 
� Unit G452: Acquiring, developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical 

Education, which is externally set, internally assessed and externally 
moderated.  

Together they form 50% of the corresponding four unit A Level.  

The A Level is made up of two mandatory units at AS and two further units at A2:  

� Unit G453: Principles and concepts across different areas of Physical 
Education, which is externally assessed, and  

� Unit G454: The improvement of effective performance and the critical 
evaluation of practical activities in Physical Education, which is externally set, 
internally assessed and externally moderated.  

AS Level 
AS Unit G451: An introduction to Physical Education.  60% of the total AS GCE 
marks 2 hour written paper 90 marks. 

This question paper has three sections with one question in each section. 
Candidates are required to answer all parts of the question in each of Sections A, B 
and C to demonstrate knowledge, analysis and evaluation.  

AS Unit G452: Acquiring, developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical 
Education.  40% of the total AS marks Practical 80 marks. 

Candidates are assessed in two chosen activities from two different activity profiles 
and in a response to a live performance.  

Assessment Criteria: Please refer to the Coursework Guidance Booklet.  

A2 Level 
A2 Unit G453: Principles and concepts across different areas of Physical Education.  
35% of the total Advanced Level marks 2.5 hour written paper 105 marks  

This question paper has two sections. Candidates answer three questions, at least 
one of which must be from Section A.  

A2 Unit G454: The improvement of effective performance and the critical evaluation 
of practical activities in physical education.  15% of the total Advanced GCE marks, 
practical 60 marks 

Externally set, internally assessed and externally moderated. Candidates are 
assessed in one chosen activity and in a response to a live performance. 
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Physics 

Examination Board:  OCR 

Syllabus: AS Level GCE in Physics A:   H156 
 A Level GCE in Physics A:   H556 

Physics A Level is a valuable qualification which can lead to a wide range of careers, 
which include Applied Physics, Astrophysics, Geophysics, Material technology, 
Forensic science, Engineering, Meteorology and Medical Physics.  Physics A Level 
is also complementary with intended careers in Medicine, Mathematics, Computing, 
Finance, Law, Accountancy and many more areas. 

It is recommended that pupils wishing to study Physics AS or A Level have a B 
grade in GCSE Physics or Additional Science and Mathematics. 

AS Mathematics is not required for AS or A Level, but aspiring physics students 
should be aware that A level mathematics is a requirement of almost all Physics 
courses at university and, along with A level Physics, is essential for a degree in 
Engineering. 

Course Content 
This course may be taken as an AS GCE qualification or as an Advanced GCE 
Qualification they are both co-teachable in the first year. 

AS Modules 
Content is split into four teaching modules: 

� Module 1 – Development of practical skills in physics 
� Module 2 – Foundations of physics 
� Module 3 – Forces and motion 
� Module 4 – Electrons, waves and photons. 

They are examined over two 1hr 30m hour papers both of which include a synoptic 
assessment. 

A2 Modules 
Content is split into six teaching modules: 

� Module 1 – Development of practical skills in physics  
� Module 2 – Foundations of physics  
� Module 3 – Forces and motion  
� Module 4 – Electrons, waves and photons  
� Module 5 – Newtonian world and astrophysics  
� Module 6 – Particles and medical physics  

They are examined over two papers (1hr 30m and 2hr15m) both of which include a 
synoptic assessment.  There is further practical assessment component which is 
done throughout the course. 
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Psychology 

Examination Board:  AQA (A) 

What causes depression?  Why do we conform to social norms? What factors are 
important in the development or breakdown of relationships? Just what do we mean 
by normal? How does my memory work? These are just some of the questions that 
Psychology seeks to answer. Interested?  Then read on…

Generally Psychology, as an academic discipline, may be defined as the scientific 
study of human behaviour, mental processes and experience. It subdivides into 
several more specific areas of study including cognitive, developmental, social and 
biological ‘psychologies’, and also includes the study of individual difference and 
abnormal psychology. A general theme that runs through all the areas of study are a 
concern with scientific and research methodology. The subject will be of particular 
interest, therefore, to any student who wishes to adopt an academically rigorous 
approach to the study of the human mind and its workings. 

It will, in all likelihood, be a completely new subject area for students. There is no 
requirement to have studied particular subjects beforehand, or to have gained 
particular GCSE or other qualifications. However, it is likely to appeal to those who 
have interest, experience and GCSE level qualification in the sciences and in 
maths/statistics. Most important of all, though, is a real interest in why human beings 
think, feel and behave as they do. 

Paper 1: Introductory Topics 
� Social Influence
� Memory 
� Attachment 
� Psychopathology 

Paper 2: Psychology in Context 
� Approaches in psychology 
� Biopsychology 
� Research methods 

Paper 3: Issues and opinions in psychology 
� Issues and debates 
� One from: Relationships, Gender, Cognition and development 
� One from: Schizophrenia, Eating behaviour, Stress 
� One from: Aggression, Forensic Psychology and Addiction 

Assessment 
� Full A Level: 2 hour long papers (6 hours of written exams) 
� AS Level: Paper 1: 90min; Paper 2: 90min (3 hours of written exams) 

If you would like to know more about AS/A2 Level Psychology visit the AQA website 
at www.aqa.org.uk – where the complete specification document is available. 
Alternatively, put your questions to any member of the teaching team. 
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